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Global Overview  
The issue of student mobility and internationalization in higher education refers to the policies that 
facilitate the global flow of students across international borders for the purpose of learning and 
cultural exchange. This topic has garnered significant attention globally due to the increase in 
international exchange and its impact on national economies.  

Key Trends  
• Increased Mobility: There has been a notable increase in the number of students studying 

abroad. Pre-pandemic data indicated continuous growth, with over 5 million students 
enrolled outside their home country. 

• Diversification of Destination Countries: While the US, UK, Australia, and Canada 
traditionally dominated as study destinations, countries like China, Malaysia, and Germany 
are increasingly becoming popular due to competitive tuition fees and quality education 
offerings. 

• Digital Mobility: The rise of online learning platforms and international online courses has 
introduced a new dimension to student mobility, allowing access to international education 
without physical relocation. 

• Strategic Partnerships: Universities worldwide are forming strategic alliances to facilitate 
student and staff exchanges, joint research projects, and dual degree programs.  

Drivers  
• Globalization: The growing interconnectedness of the world has increased the demand for 

a globally competent workforce.  

• Economic Factors: Higher education institutions view international students as a significant 
revenue source, while students seek international qualifications to enhance employability.  

• Government Policies: Many governments encourage internationalization through 
scholarships and bilateral agreements.  Policies governing student mobility and 
internationalization include visa and immigration regulations funding, quality assurance and 
accreditation, and workforce integration.  

•  Cultural and Educational Exchange: There's a strong emphasis on the value of cultural 
diversity and international exposure in education.  



 

Challenges  
• Student Visa Policies: Stringent visa regulations in many countries can be a significant 

barrier to mobility.  

• Quality Assurance: Ensuring that international education meets consistent quality standards 
poses challenges, especially with varying educational systems and regulations.  

• Affordability and Access: The high cost of studying abroad and socio-economic factors 
limit access for many potential students from less affluent backgrounds.  

• Integration and Discrimination: International students often face challenges in integration 
and can experience cultural shocks or discrimination.  

• Misconception: International students and immigration are distinct concepts. International 
students are individuals who travel to another country primarily for education, while 
immigration refers to the process of moving to and residing in another country permanently.  

  Regional Overview  

• North America: Continues to attract a large number of international students due to 
prestigious institutions and extensive research opportunities. However, visa restrictions and 
high costs pose challenges.  

• Europe: Characterized by extensive intra-regional mobility facilitated by programs like 
Erasmus+. The Bologna Process has also standardized degree structures across Europe to 
enhance compatibility and support mobility.  

• Asia-Pacific: Rapidly expanding as both a source and destination for international students. 
Countries like China and Singapore are investing heavily in their educational sectors to 
attract international talent.  

• Africa: While the number of outbound students is significant, inbound mobility is growing 
with improvements in higher education infrastructure and partnerships with universities in 
other regions.  

• Latin America: Increasing focus on regional mobility and partnerships, with programs 
designed to foster exchanges within the region and with North America and Europe.  

 

Learn more at aacsb.edu/student-mobility 

https://www.aacsb.edu/student-mobility

